FRIDAY MORNING

A CHAPTER AT THE DESK

Romans VIII

No Condemnation, No Separation

Read all 39 verses before discussing. Paul moves from freedom in Christ to life in the Spirit, through suffering and hope, into
the assurance of God’s love. Hear the argument whole before making any verse carry a system. The historical disagreements

below remain disagreements.

1-11 - Life in the Spirit 12—17 - Children and heirs 18-30 - Groaning and glory 31-39 - Inseparable love

1 Exegesis

What the Greek makes us notice.

A verdict, not a feeling s:1

‘KOLTO'L‘KPLELOL (katakrima): condemnation. Paul announces a
judicial verdict concerning those in Christ; he does not promise
freedom from guilt’s emotional aftershocks. The KJV’s added
qualification about walking after the Spirit is absent here in the
SBLGNT; that language belongs securely to 8:4. The textual
difference matters when assurance becomes a performance test.

The body is to be redeemed 8:6-13, 23

Go’tpg (sarx, flesh) here describes life opposed to God; it is not
simply anatomy. Paul promises life to mortal bodies (11).
BavatoiTe (thanatoute, you put to death) is plural and active:
believers act, by the Spirit, against sinful deeds, not against
bodily existence.

Belonging already; fulfillment ahead s:15, 23

vioBeoia (huiothesia): adoption. Its two appearances hold the
chapter’s tension: received sonship now, awaited bodily
redemption still. The inheritance language names the standing
of God’s children, including women; it is not a male privilege.
Present vulnerability does not cancel belonging.

Labor pains and WOI‘dlCSS prayer 8:22-26

ouVwoivel (synadinei): suffers birth pangs together. Creation’s
pain points toward birth. Creation groans (22), we groan (23),
and the Spirit intercedes with oTeverypoig dhadnTolg
(stenagmois alalétois), unutterable groanings (26). The phrase
itself does not identify these with speaking in tongues.

The destination of predestination &:29-30

TPOEYVW (proegnd, foreknew) and TpowpLaey (prodrisen,
predestined) lead to conformity to the Son. Even ¢365acey
(edoxasen, glorified) is aorist indicative. The sequence presents
God’s purpose with striking assurance; the tense alone cannot
settle every dispute about election or erase future hope in 8:23—
25.

Greek: SBLGNT / MorphGNT, Romans 8. Textual note: NET, 8:1 n. 1.
Glosses and analysis are editorial.

i1 Theology

What Christians have said this chapter teaches.

Chrysostom - fourth century s:21

“it shall no longer be corruptible”. The created world shares

the body’s restoration. Cosmic redemption has ancient roots.
Homily 14 on Romans, on 8:21 - NPNF

Augustine - 412 8:26-27
“He enables the saints to make intercession”. The Spirit
awakens prayer within our ignorance; eloquence is no entrance

requirement.
Letter 130 to Proba, XV.28 - NPNF

Aquinas - thirteenth century 8:2

“the New Law is chiefly the grace itself of the Holy Ghost”.
Citing 8:2, he locates the gospel’s power in grace given within,
beyond written instruction.

Summa theologiae I-II, . 106, a. 1 - English Dominican Fathers

Luther . sixteenth century 8:1-17

“St. Paul comforts fighters such as these”. Chapter 8 addresses
people still struggling against sin: assurance sustains that
struggle.

Preface to Romans, chapter 8 paragraph - trans. Andrew Thornton

Calvin - sixteenth century 8:29

“our salvation with the bearing of the cross”. His “chain”
connects election with sharing Christ’s suffering, not worldly

success.
Commentary on Romans 8:28-30 - trans. John Owen

John Owen - 1656 8:13

“All other ways of mortification are vain, all helps leave us
helpless; it must be done by the Spirit.” Effort depends on

grace.
0f the Mortification of Sin in Believers, ch. I.3

Wesley - 1773 8:29-30

“simply showing the method in which God works”. He reads an
ordered account of salvation through faith, resisting a
necessitating causal chain.

Sermon 58, “On Predestination,” §4

N. T. Wright - 2002 8:18-25

“the renewal of all creation by God’s great act of new exodus”.
Israel’s liberation supplies the pattern: the inheritance is a
renewed world.

“Paul and Caesar,” “New Creation, New Covenant”


https://github.com/morphgnt/sblgnt/blob/master/66-Ro-morphgnt.txt
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1&version=NET
https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/210214.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/1102130.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/summa/2106.htm#article1
https://www.ccel.org/l/luther/romans/pref_romans.html
https://www.ccel.org/ccel/calvin/calcom38.xii.ix.html
https://www.ccel.org/ccel/owen/mort.i.iv.html
https://ccel.org/ccel/wesley/sermons.vi.v.html
https://ntwrightpage.com/2016/07/12/paul-and-caesar-a-new-reading-of-romans/

Romans VIII Reading, interpreting, practicing - 2

111 Hermeneutics
How readers decide what the words mean.

Who is groaning? 8:26-27
Chrysostom calls it “a gift of prayer” and points to “the
Deacon of the present day”. He reads “Spirit” here as a spiritual

gift and the person exercising it for the congregation. His lens is
the church’s worship.

Augustine’s “He enables the saints to make intercession”
identifies the Holy Spirit as the cause of believers’ prayer. His
lens is Trinitarian: God the Spirit is not a needy petitioner.
These are distinguishable readings, not a single patristic
consensus.

Chrysostom, Homily 14, on 8:26-27; Augustine, Letter 130, XV.28.

What does “foreknew” mean? 8:29

Calvin: “not a bare prescience”. Foreknowledge is God’s prior
adoption, distinguishing his children. Wesley: “the true
believers in every place and generation”. God eternally knows
believers; knowing does not compel their belief. The
interpretive fork: prior electing love, or knowledge of those
who believe? A dictionary gloss alone cannot decide between
them.

Calvin, on 8:29; Wesley, Sermon 58, §§5-6, 10.

Does “if” threaten assurance? g:13

Owen interprets the relationship between mortification and life
as “means and end”. He starts from 8:1’s assurance and reads
8:13 as God’s appointed way to that promised end. His move:
read the condition through the opening verdict. Ask whether that
accounts for the warning’s full force as well as its context.
Mortification, ch. I.1.

Good “for” us—or “with” us? g:28

Wright translates “God works all things together for good
with those who love him”. He connects the verse to the
Spirit’s prayer in 26—27 and believers’ vocation amid
suffering. This is a debated grammatical reading, not what
all translations say: the usual reading makes believers
beneficiaries (“for”). Manuscripts also differ over the explicit
word “God.” Neither reading makes every event good.

Wright, “The Bible’'s Most Misunderstood Verse,” 20 Oct. 2023;
NET, 8:28 textual note.

v Practical Discussion Questions

For the middle years: work, households, friendship, and limits.
Answer from one actual situation.

1. When failure follows you home (1-4). What mistake—as
a husband, father, friend, or colleague—keeps becoming a
verdict on your whole life? What would “no condemnation”
free you to confess and repair this week, without making
excuses?

N

. When a coping habit becomes a master (5-13). Under
pressure, where do you turn: anger, alcohol, porn,
compulsive work, or scrolling? Name one trigger, one
change you can make in the next 48 hours, and one man
you will ask to help. What makes this dependence on the
Spirit rather than private willpower?

3. When being needed becomes your identity (14-17). If
your income, competence, or children’s success stopped
reassuring you, what would being God’s child mean?
Where could receiving care replace the need to prove that
you can handle everything?

4. When you cannot fix the pain (18-27). Think of an aging
parent, a strained marriage, an illness, or a friend’s grief.
What would it look like to stay, listen, and pray without
explaining the suffering away? Spend a minute in silence
together; words are not required.

. When “good” means something harder (28-30). Where
have you assumed God’s goodness means career progress,
security, or an easier household? If the stated destination is
likeness to Christ, what faithful action remains available
even if the situation does not improve?

a1

6. When love must become visible (31-39). Paul names real
danger, not imaginary trouble. Which fear is narrowing your
generosity or honesty? Name one act of costly love you can
take this week and a person who will follow up with you.

Close by each naming one burden, one next action, and one
person to contact. Return next week to what actually happened.

On this page. Quotations are short extracts from the linked works, checked against their source texts; surrounding explanations and questions are editorial. NPNF
supplies the patristic English. Aquinas is quoted from the Summa’s explicit use of Romans 8:2. Calvin’s translator John Owen is distinct from the Puritan author John
Owen. Wright’s 2002 essay was reposted in 2016; the second extract is from his own 2023 article. Greek: Michael W. Holmes, ed., SBL Greek New Testament (2010),

via MorphGNT; English glosses are supplied here.

Print this two-page edition on Letter or A4 using “Fit to printable area.” Source titles remain on paper; links open the fuller context online. Study address:

study.xeb.ai/tulip/romans-8.
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